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Format for Presentation of Best Practices

1. Title of the practice
1. Promotion of Prakrit Language: Efforts and Results.

2. Dash Lakshan Parva: Organizing camps for promotion of Jain Teachings.

2. Objectives of the Practice

1. Promotion of Prakrit Language: Efforts and Results — The word Prakrit means nature
or the original Sanskrit, the language derived from it is called Prakrit. Prakrit is directly
related to Sanskrit. Sanskrit has developed into Prakrit, Prakrit into Apbhrasha and
Apbhrasha into the Aryan languages of North India 1o effectively present the Prakrit language
and its literature in our ancient literature throughout India. The ultimate objective of the
college is to awaken the interest of scholars and students in the endangered language by
preserving and spreading the Prakrit language. Most of the ancient literature of Jainism is
written in Prakrit language. Therefore, the objective of the college is to study and teach
literature written in Prakrit and to organize seminars on various topics related to it from time
to time so that in the future Scholars and clowns should be able to benefit the entire society
by revealing the miraculous meaning of the literature of Prakrit.

2. Dashalakshan Parva - Camps for spreading the teachings of Jainism - The main

objective of these camps organized every year is to spread the teachings of Jainism. Not only
the Jain community but all the people of the community are to be inspired to live a life of
dedication to the country by giving them the best education.

The Ten Characteristic Festivals are celebrated to orient the 10 special qualities towards the
soul. This festival comes three times a year for the purpose of self-purification so that the
soul does not forget these 10 special qualities and fall into worldly Maya. Digamber Jain
Samaj celebrates this festival with great joy, enthusiasm and happiness starting from
Panchami of Bhadrapad till Chaturdashi. Gradually, the teachings of the Ten Characteristics
Festival are being influenced and spread on all societies,

The purpose of these Dashalakshan festivals is to move from Raga to Vairagya. This festival
urges leaving things instead of collecting them. It teaches how to perform austerities,
sacrifices and penances,

3. The Context

The following steps have been taken by the College for the development of Prakrit language.

I Knowledge of Prakrit grammar and dictionary is given by the teachers of the relevant

subjects of the college with great effort.
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2. All manuscripts and handwritten copperplates etc. relating (0 the history and chm! 1.31'

¥ . - v - » n
Prakrit language are collected in the library of the College. Every cffort is made lo expid
and teach these manuscripts to the students.

3, Like Sanskrit, Prakrit is also conversational.

4, Seminars and workshops on Prakrit language arc orpanized.

and collectible. The

5. Ancient Jain litcrature written in Prakrit language is very important
h texts and to make

goal of the college is to inspire students to do research on those rescarc
Prakrit the first language in the line of the next best language.

The following points have been taken into special consideration (o make the Dashalakshaz
festival the best practice, so that the Dashalakshan festival camps can be madec successful an
and the participants can benefit as much as possible as :-

| College students are trained by scholars on how to go into the society and preach to the
common people.

2. Various programs are organized to train the children to give sermons.

3. The learner is fully taught that the Ten Characteristics Dharma explains us the ten virtues
and remedies the ten faults from our intimate.

4. Students prepare the public mind by spreading the following ten characteristics by setting
up camps at home and even outside:-

| To remove anger and hold on to excellent forgiveness.

2. Remove the arrogance and wear the best gentleness.

3. Remove Maya and assume the best of supplication.

4. Remove greed and adopt good toilet.

5. Abandoning lies and holding on to the best truth.

6 To abandon incontinence and adopt good restraint.

7 To renounce desire and adopt the best austerities.

8. To give the four kinds of charity and to leave the love of wealth and to hold the
best sacrifice.

9 To leave one's own and hold on to the best of the unconditional.

10. Leaving desires, becoming morally upright and observing excellent celibacy.

4. The Practice

The objective of developing the promotion of Prakrit language as a paradigm in the context
of Indian higher education is to breathe life into the endangered language. The uniqueness of
this approach is that the study of Prakrit by students from different regions of India will
influence the students in their own region. That is, this will gradually increase the spread and
influence of Prakrit language. By doing PhD research on Prakrit literature, students will
connect it with new literature and refine it to reach the entire society.
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The basic objective i
he basic o wri“czr.lhe. College is to preserve, transfer and promote the Prakrit language
2 M AL That is why it has been developed as the best approach. To

" B !e

;T; lt:::;];:;fit“ﬁfe":“llf:bprommim of Prakrit language is to choose the right person for study
counted on the fi ,cr of people who know and understand Prakrit language can ‘b-::

hgers in the modem environment. The bigger challenge is to identify
scholars who understand and explain the Pandu scripts of Prakrit.

T'hc. llr.llqut‘-‘l:less of the Dashalakshan Paripati (practice) is that it helps us to renounce worldly
addictions lll\:.c anger, pride, illusion, greed, false incontinence, desire, delusion, love, virtue
etc. and forgiveness, gentleness, supplication, purity, truth, restraint, penance, renunciation,
and It teaches us to be unselfish and celibate. Being Sri Digamber Jain Acharya Sanskrit
Co]lc:gc, Pe’_apiﬂ have the misconception that it is limited to traditional Jainism. If we look at
today's environment, we will realize that above all religions, all these teachings detach the
CE'mtum from worldly delusions and pave the way for salvation. If all beings are devoid of
violence, sensual pleasures, etc., you can imagine an ideal society yourself.

To realize the vision of an ideal society, the attention of the devotees of all religions must be
drawn towards the camps to be held during the Dashalakshan festival. Only the Jain
community's association with this festival limits it. Efforts are underway to connect people
from all communities.

5. Evidence of Success

The goal of the college is to bring Prakrit literature on par with modern languages by linking
it with new literature, placing its literature in the list of interesting literature. Our aim is to

restore the ignored language.

The interest of the students of Shri Digamber Jain Acharya Sanskrit College in Prakrit
language and choosing it as an optional subject is a direct proof. The students of the college
also wrote articles on Prakrit language and literature. Writing research papers shows that
students are not only interested in reading, understanding and knowing Prakrit language and
literature but they will play an important role in promoting Prakrit language in the future. The
preservation, study and teaching of Prakrit language manuscripts in the library is also proof
that in the future a team of Prakrit scholars will be formed who will rewrite the new literature
of Prakrit language in a new way. It will educate the society by revealing the most mysterious
meanings given in the Prakrit literature of all religions, The ancient culture described in
Prakrit literature will be promoted. The teachings given in the camps held during the Dash
Lakshan festival inspire the common people to get out of the negligence and luxury prevalent
in the society. The path to adopting Sat and Dharma is paved. The inculcation of religious
rituals in the masses brightens their spirit. As a result, future generations become self-
cultured. Such a vision of society and its realization is the proof of the success of this
approach. Hostel facilities have been provided to students at collt‘:gc level. Where they study
_ meditate — contemplate the texis of Jainism along with daily teachings. They follow
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religious ‘mh_inﬁs _i“ their practices. From time to time. they practice the sermons and style
of pmaching given In the camps. That is why our students go to camp not enly in the Coun‘trv
but also ahm?d and guide followers and their family members who stay there. Destroving the
frustration. rivalry, violence and negativity spread in the society and establishing non-
violence. hope and enthusiasm makes this program a success.

6. problems Encountered and Resources Required

The major problem in the promotion of Prakrit language is to find a suitable person for its
audy and teaching. In the modern environment, there are very few colleges and universities
that teach Prakrit language. Teachers are not available to teach the Prakrit language and even
if there are, their style is not interesting and impressive enough to incline the students towards
Prakrit literature. Seminars, workshops, lecture series, etc. are organized to promote Prakrit
language at the national level.

The importance and extent of the Dashalakshan festival has been limited to Jainism, which
prevents people of all religions from being associated with this festival. If we look at it
equally, all education is of special importance not only for our country but also for
estzblishing happiness and peace in the world but its dissemination has been limited, which is
a problem. Teachings that elevate society to the highest level, regardless of religion, should
reach every human being and efforts are continuing.
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